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The English Section

King "Khafra

The owner of the second largest pyramid

This statue was sculpted 4,596 years ago

This statue is made of diorite stone

The second hardest stone on the planet after diamond

Scientists cannot explain how this statue was carved in its time or in our present time
You can't carve diorite except with diamonds

Even with modern machines, you can't carve diorite!

"In order to create this sculpture in-the-round, the sculptor used the subtractive method.
He began with a cube-shaped stone block of diorite. First, the sculptor drew the front,
back, and two profile views of Khafre on the four vertical faces of the stone. After the
sketched plans were made, the sculptor chiseled away the excess stone on all four sides
until the plans came together, meeting at right angles. The last step was sculpting specific
details of Khafre's body and face, carving the falcon god Horus, and other designs on the
throne. The subtractive method allows the sculptor to create a block-like look for Khafre's
ka statue, a standard for Egyptian sculpture during this time period. In addition to the
subtractive method, abrasion, rubbing or grinding the surface was used to finish the
product off. The diorite statue stands at a final height of five foot six."
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