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The English Section

A Lesson from the Quran: Solomon and the Hoopoe

If we think of our modern-day media and the role it plays in influencing and shaping public
awareness, it is very likely that our thoughts and observations are going to be very negative
and, to some extent, frustrating. While all nations have given due attention to the
representational importance of their media message and their media “messengers”, we find
that this attention is not duly paid in our Muslim World, particularly in Egypt. This is where the
story of Prophet Solomon (Sulaiman) and the Hoopoe (Al- Hudhud) comes into special
significance. The story is illuminating in a multiplicity of ways as it shows how prophets were
keen on carefully choosing their representatives or their messengers who acted as media
agents or communication means with the other.

In the Quran (27:20), we are informed that Prophet Solomon checked his birds and found the
Hoopoe missing. Birds, particularly the Hoopoe, were effective agents used by Prophet
Solomon for scouting and communication. Prophet Solomon expressed his anger over the
Hoopoe's absence and pledged to punish it if it did not show up with a good excuse. After a
while, the Hoopoe returned and said that it brought important information about Saba
(Sheba, a well-known wealthy kingdom in southern Arabia). Balqgis, the woman ruling over
Saba, was given all sorts of favor but she and her people worshiped the sun instead of God.
Prophet Solomon said, "We shall just now see whether what you say is true, or that you are a
liar. Take this lefter of mine and cast it before them; then get aside and see what reaction
they show" Quran, 27: 27-28.

The story ends with the conversion of Balgis and her people into the religion of Solomon and
the marriage between Solomon and Balqis. The notable thing about this story is that Prophet
Solomon chose the right representative to deliver his message. The Hoopoe acted as an
honest, reliable, and intelligent medium between Solomon and Balgis. This is probably what
we miss today in our Muslim World, and this is what the story reminds us of: the media is a very
influential fool and those who convey our messages to our people or to the others must be
chosen with better care and upon better criteria.
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