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The English Section

Islamophobia is a Global Epidemic Too

Islamophobia is often perceived as a Euro-American phenomenon that
demonizes and otherizes Muslims in Europe and North America. This narrow and
geographically-restricted understanding of Islamophobia is caused by the
global outreach and influence of the liberal media in Europe and North America
which shed light on Islamophobic discourse and incidents—whether this is done
for the sake of genvuine justice and tolerance or for the sake of political gains!
However, Islamophobia is obviously a global phenomenon that jeopardizes the
lives, the freedom, and the image of Muslims everywhere. The problem is that
the media in countries of Muslim maijority rely on the liberal media in Europe and
North Africa as sources for international news. Little attention is given to the
growing and hysteric Islamophobia in India and Sri Lanka as well as many other
Asian countries. The rise of the far right and religious conservatism is a global
issue, and the Indian government is a clear, yet alarming, example of the
possible consequences of the rise of radical leaders who trigger racial and
religious prejudices. The situation in India now is not less dangerous than the
situation in Europe and North America. | would say it is even more dangerous
because there is little media attention to these countries. While the conditions of
Muslims in Myanmar have been spotlighted for a while, the incessant attacks
and harassments against Muslim in India and Sri Lanka are not yet widely
discussed. In addition, the non-Muslim people in these Asian countries are
already prejudiced against Muslims and they—ijust to give an example-- think
that Israel is a good and peace-loving country, while the countries of Muslim
majorities are not. | think it is fime to treat Islamophobia as a global issue—as an
international human rights concern. Just as the anti-Semitic sentiments have led
to the universal propagation of stereotypes about Jews, the Islamophobic frenzy
is making it very difficult for Muslims around the world to mention their names!

BY/ Ahmed Nasser
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