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The English Section

“The complete destruction I have witnessed this week in Gaza City and other urban areas of northern and
central Gaza is worse than anything | could imagine as a long-time aid worker,” said Egeland. “What I
saw and heard in the north of Gaza was a population pushed beyond breaking point. Families torn apart,
men and boys detained and separated from their loved ones, and families unable to even bury their dead.
Some have gone days without food, drinking water is nowhere to be found. It is scene after scene of
absolute despair.” “This is in no way a lawful response, a targeted operation of ‘self - defence’ to dismantle
armed groups, or warfare consistent with humanitarian law. What Israel is doing here, with Western-
supplied armes, is rendering a densely populated area uninhabitable for almost two million civilians.“The
families, widows and children | have spoken to are enduring suffering almost unparalleled anywhere in
recent history. There is no possible justification for continued war and destruction. To avert tens of
thousands of additional innocent lives lost, we need an immediate cease-fire, release of the hostages and
those arbitrarily detained and the start of a real peace process.” Despite the scale of the crisis, Israeli
policies have resulted in pitiful levels of aid reaching those in need. Ninety-one per cent of Gaza's

population faces acute food insecurity, with 16 per cent at catastrophic levels, likely facing starvation.
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