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The English Section

Questions about covid 19 vaccine

What are the benefits of getting vaccinated?

The COVID-19 vaccines produce protection against the disease, as a result of
developing an immune response to the SARS-Cov-2 virus. Developing immunity
through vaccination means there is a reduced risk of developing the illness and its
consequences. This immunity helps you fight the virus if exposed. Getting vaccinated
may also protect people around you, because if you are protected from getting infected
and from disease, you are less likely to infect someone else. This is particularly
important to protect people at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19, such as
healthcare providers, older or elderly adults, and people with other medical conditions.

Is the vaccine safe for children?

Vaccines are usually tested in adults first, and only later assessed in children when
safety has been proven in adults, because children are still developing and growing.
COVID-19 has also been a more serious and dangerous disease among older people.
Now that the vaccines have been determined to be safe for adults, they are being
studied in children. WHO's
Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) has concluded that the Pfizer/BionTech
vaccine is suitable for use by people aged 12 years and above. Children aged between
12 and 15 who are at higher risk of severe COVID-19 may be offered this vaccine
alongside other priority groups for vaccination. Vaccine trials for children are ongoing
and WHO will update its recommendations when the evidence or epidemiological
situation justifies a change in policy.
While the supply of vaccines is limited, the ongoing priority is to vaccinate those most at
risk of serious illness who still have not been vaccinated in many parts of the world:
older people, those with chronic health conditions, and health workers.
Most children are at low risk of serious disease and vaccinating them is primarily about
reducing transmission, which can also be achieved through public health measures,
including: physically distancing from others, cleaning hands frequently, sneezing and
coughing into their elbow, wearing a mask if age appropriate and avoiding crowded,
poorly ventilated spaces. Selected by: SHEREEN
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