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6 October 1973: Crossing over to Victory

The date 6 October this year marks 40 years on the day the Egyptian army, under the
leadership of President Anwar al-Sadat , crossed the Suez Canal eastwards into Sinai
which was then occupied by Israeli forces since Egypt’s defeat in the June 1967 Six Day
War. The Israelis had the Sinai Peninsula fully under their control; they built fortifications
and ramifications to secure their staying there for good; their Bar Lev line was a legend of
invincibility.

Dishonour wiped off On the West bank of the Canal, Egypt’s army conducted a War of
Attrition that at best exhausted and frustrated the troops but achieved no real gain. The
Israelis remained there on the East bank, taunting Egyptians for their incapacity and
showing no signs of ever budging.Come 6 October, which coincided with the Jewish Yom
Kippur, the Egyptian army stunned the world—not least Egypt itself—by crossing over the
Canal at noon, using water canons to break down the Bar Lev line, and raising the
Egyptian flag on the land of Sinai. An air strike, whose hero was Hosni Mubarak, then a
military pilot and later Egypt’s president from 1981 to 2011, had already neutralised
Israeli air power and secured a safe Canal crossing for Egyptian troops.It was a moment
no Egyptian who lived then can ever forget; it marked the return of Egyptian pride,
dignity, and self-esteem. It was a moment when Egypt raised her head high, her six-year
mortification and dishonour wiped off.The rest is now history. Following a battle of tanks
in Sinai, a truce was reached between the two warring parties on 22 October; an arduous
process of peace negotiation finally led to the signing of a peace treaty with Israel in 1979,
which guaranteed no more war between Egypt and Israel and which returned Sinai in full
Selected by :Shereen
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