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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A4%D9%84%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D8%A8%D9%88_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A4%D9%84%D9%8A
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The English Section

Bahariya oasis

I-Wahat al-Bahriyah, 'the northern oasis’, is situated in a large depression about 360 km southwest of A
Cairo.in the Past when people from Bahariya wished to go to the Nile valley, they often waited until a
caravan was passing through, They traveled between the Nile and the oasis in three days. It is completely
surrounded by high black escarpments. In the Cretaceous Era (145 till 65 million years ago) volcanic
episodes formed the basalt columns that dominate the oasis. At 128 meters above sea level, the oasis has
the highest elevation of all the Western Desert Oases. It is covering an area of nearly 1,800 kmz; at its
longest point it is 94 kilometers and at its widest 42 kilometers.At one time the oasis was the floor of an
immense ocean. Although Bahariya has been inhabited for at least 10,000 years, strangely no human
traces have been found dating from earlier than Ancient Egypt's Middle Kingdom (2055-1770 BC). The
oldest tomb found dates to the 18th Dynasty (1550-1292 BC) and its owner is Amenhotep Huy. Especially
from the 26th Dynasty onwards through the Roman era, Bahariya was culturally and economically
flourishing. This can be learned from the chapels in Ain el-Mulftilla, the tombs in Q&arat Qasr Selim and
Qérat al-Subi.

Nowadays the oasis (36,000 inhabitants) consists of several small villages (Managim, el-Hara, Mandisha,
Zabw, Agouz, Bawiti , and al-Haiz), each surrounded by palms and fruit trees. Bawiti is the main village
of the oasis. The road was not paved until 1978, and before that time few tourists visited the oasis. Yet the
oasis, though the closest to Cairo in kilometers, remains the most distant in time. It has been slow to move
into the modern world, a facet that is changing, but until now Bahariya offers the visitor a step back in
time. It has plenty of ancient sites to illustrate its importance in antiquity and is the entrance gate to the
various deserts, such as the Black Desert, Agabat, Crystal Mountain s, Western Desert, the stalactite cave
Djara and the white chalk rock sculptures of the White Desert

Selected by: Shereen
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https://www.marsaalamtours.com/Egypt-Travel-Guide/Bawiti-in-Bahariya-Oasis.php
https://www.marsaalamtours.com/Egypt-Travel-Guide/Bawiti-in-Bahariya-Oasis.php
https://www.marsaalamtours.com/Egypt-Travel-Guide/The-Crystal-Mountain-in-Western-Desert.php

