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The English Section

And proclaim to the people the Hajj

And proclaim to the people the Hajj. His saying, “And proclaim to the people the Hajj,”
means: Call out to the people, inviting them to perform the Hajj to this House which We
have commanded you to build. It is reported that he said, “O Lord, how can I reach the
people when my voice cannot reach them?” It was said, “Call out, and it is Our
responsibility to convey the message.”

So he stood in his place—or, as some say, on the Black Stone, or on Safa, or on Abu
Qubays—and said, “O people, your Lord has established a House, so perform the Hajj to
it.” It is said that the mountains humbled themselves so that his voice reached the ends of
the earth, and was heard by those in the wombs and loins of the unborn. Everything that
heard him responded—stones, clay, and trees—and all those whom God has decreed will
perform the Hajj until the Day of Resurrection: “Here I am, O God, here I am.”

This is the gist of what has been narrated from Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Sa’id ibn
Jubayr, and several others from the early generations. And God knows best.

Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim included it at length. His statement, “They will come to you
on foot and on every lean camel, coming from every distant pass,” may be used as evidence
by some scholars who hold that performing Hajj on foot, for those who are able, is superior
to performing it on a horse. This is because the verse mentions them first, indicating the
importance placed on them, their strong resolve, and their unwavering determination.
However, the majority opinion is that performing Hajj on a horse is superior, following the
example of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), who performed Hajj
riding despite his perfect strength.

His statement, “coming from every distant pass,” means every road, as He said, “And We
made therein roads and pathways” [Al-Anbiya: 31].

His statement, “distant,” means far away. This was stated by Mujahid, Ata, As-Suddi,
Qatadah, Mugqatil ibn Hayyan, Ath-Thawri, and others. This verse is like God Almighty's
statement about Abraham, where he said in his supplication: '"So make hearts among the
people yearn toward them' [Ibrahim: 37]. There is no Muslim who does not long to see the
Kaaba and circumambulate it, and people flock to it from all directions.
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